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2. Assessment of Your Application

Our overall decision on your application will be based on both academic results as described in the entry requirements section for each programme, and non-
academic qualities as outlined above. Applications are given & score in each area and offers are macdle 1o those with the highest overall scores.

Successful applicants are likely 1o have scored very highly in both academic results and non-academic qualities. Unfortunately, due to the level of competition for a

limited number of places, many high-quality applicants are unsuccessful

Qur decision will be based on the following weightings: A
e

> &0% Academic Performance

» 40% Non-Academic Qualities ;
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The College Puzzle
Stan ford A college success blog by Dr. Michael W, Kirst

ome » B Outstanding Study Abroad Programs

« Sleep enhances studying — ensuring better sleep habits
CSM Software and Cloud Infrastructure for Educational Institutions and Students »

6 Outstanding Study Abroad Programs
April 29th, 2018

BY JANE HURST

As you are getting ready for your semester and figuring out what classes to take, you should consider a study abroad program. These
programs offer you an experience of a lifetime. You can experience a different culture and learn a new language. There are many
opportunities out there with study abroad programs. Here are six great study abroad programs that you can take part in.

1. IES Abroad Siena Summer — This program takes you to Italy for cuisine classes. Sienna is a small town located in the Tuscany region
of Italy. You can immerse yourself in the food and culture of this medieval city. There are gelato laboratories, vineyards, restaurants,
and dairies available to help you immerse yourself in Tuscan food. If you are lucky, you can travel to Sienna in July to witness the
Palio. It is a famous horse race that takes place at the Fiazza del Campao and has roots in the Middle Ages. So travel to Tuscan and
enjoy the food and atmosphere of a wonderful city.

| 2. CIS (China International Summer) Prograﬂ— The CIS program is located in Shanghai, China and it is focused on academic

research. Every summer, the program invites a large group of renowned professors from top universities around the world to lead
research projects. When you are not involved with research or your classes, you can explore country and the unigue cultural
experience it has to offer. This is a one-month long pregram available to high school and college students taught in English. One class
even created and launched a remote sensing satellite from the Jiuguan Satellite Launch Center. If you are interested in spending a
summer in research in a unique setting, this is the program for you.

3. USAC France: Ly_'o — This study abroad program takes you fo France, specn"cally Lyor‘ to study Art histary, French language, and
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Sorin in Shanghai presented a lecture about the inspiring Ife of Julie Nguyen Brown, borm in Vietnam, who studied computer science and engineering in the US, and
became a bilionaire as the CEQ of her own company. Julie donated funds for the starting of the Center for Computational Molecular Biology (CCMB) at Brown University. On
the whiteboard, a collection of drawings. by a set of female students from the program, thanking Julie for the inspiration.

Solving completeness problems -from
mathematical logic (capturing all “tne”
propositions) to Intemet searches (Siri's database
of all questions asked on Googlej— require some of
the deepest and most powarful methods of the
discipline. Here is one of Professor Davidson's
completeness problems: “Can a formal
computational model for a GRNs (of about 50
genes) be developed that is (almos) completely
predictive of its experimental output?” The only
possible “proot” of the biological system-level
completeness is computational: achieved, indeed,
by acomputational predictive model!

Sorin and Dr. Derek Agular

In April, | atended the RECOMB conference held
atthe Sorbonne University in Paris. | had the
pleasure at the to be to ane

Tang University. The students in the class were just
wonderful. working hard and aiming to apply next

of the most famous mathematicians of our time,
winner of the Abe| Prize in Mathematics, Misha
Gromov, Professer at the Institut des Hautes
Etudes Scientifiques. | started my conversation
with him: John von Neumann & my hero.*
Protessor Gromaov responded, “Mine too.” He
agreed to come to Brown University and give a von
Neumann Lecture in the near future.

From mid-July 1 mid-August | spent one month in
Shanghal teaching a computational biology course
(CSCI 1820}, part of a program at Shanghai Jiao

o and graduate programs at top
US universities. In Shanghal, | also gave two
lecturas at the National Academy of Sciences
Institute for Computational Biology.

In August, my former PhD student, Derek Aguiar,
shared with me the very exciting news that he
completed his postdoctoral studies at Princeton
and accepted an offer io join the Department of
Computer Science and Engineering at the
University of Connecticut as a tenure-track
Assistant Professor of Computer Science.

Michael Waterman. Bob Penner. Sorin. and Misha Gromov
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Novel Corona Virus 2019 - Visualization and
Prediction
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Pai Zha
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Absiract: In this report, we used the Novel Corona Virus
Datasei found from Kaggle. This dataser provides the
numbers of confirmed. deaths, recovered cases in different
provinces and countries in different dates, By analyzing the
contents of this daiasei, we primarily aim to seck answers io
the follawing quesiions: 1) As COVID-19 is prevailing in the
world. how can we see the cirumsianee of controlling ihis
virus? 2) How worse will the condition go in the future? in
onder 1 answer these quest
tion of this dataset in diffe
ats applied several meaningfiul modefs 1o forecast and pre.
dict the confirmed case number in the future.

1 Introduction

‘This report illustrates visualization of the Novel Corona
s Dataset. We analyzed the data of the world cases.
Korea, and Hubei province for illustration. One of
the files in this dataset provides daily level information on
the number of 2019-nCoV alfected cases across the globe
The dataset is saved in csv file. It has 9 columas listed
Tollowing:

» Sno - Serial number

* ObservationDue - Daie of the observation in
MM/DD/YYYY format

» Province/State - Province or state of the observation
(Could be empty when missing)

& Country/Region - Country of observation

» Last Update - Time in UTC at which the row is updated
for the given province or country. (Not standardised and so

The package we mainly used for graphing is pyecharts
and mat,

Al
githuby"

otlib.
the Jupyter notebook source codes are posted on

osely around the Hubei province arc greatly
ad. So in a great possibility, Hubei is highly believed
as the center of COVID-19,

Fig. 1. China Confirmed Map

Figure 2 shows the proportion of confirms and deaths in

| IMMM H

Fig. 2. China Bar chart

increase number of confirmed ones. Since in the dataset, the
ned number is cumulative, we get the number of con-
firmed cases still exist by the ollowing formula:

Existing = Con firmed — Recovere - Deaths (1)

- -

Fig. 3 Existing Confirmed chart

In figure 4, from 01/22 10 01727, the line is smooth. On
01£28, however, the number is getting out of control, 5o we
say that this is the first burst point. The second burst point
is on 02/13, which is even worse. Coincidentally, the time
interval between them is caleulated 10 be about one incubs
tion pe So the main reason of the sudden outbreak in
middle February might be the end of one incubation period
that begins in 01728

Provinee scatter plots

To have a closer look at the provinces in China, we
use scatter plots to see the relationships among confirmed,
deaths, and recovered cases. Hubei province is ignored as a
special case. Figure § shows that the confirmed and recov-
ered numbers of China provinces are relatively linear.
, from the relationship between confirmed
and death numbers, we can find out the seriousness of each
province using cluster. In figure 6, we applied K-means clus-
tering with 3 cluster centers, bigger confirmed and deaths
numbers represent a more serious condition.

0 20 @0 @0 0 W0 L0 W00
Contimed

Fig.5. Confirmad vs. Recovered in China Provinoes

Confirmed & Death Kmeans Clustering

@0 W0 00 1200 Moo
J—

Fig. 6. K.means clustering

We can also see the 3D scatter plot of all these three fea-
tures together in figure 7. Since one more feature is added
into consideration, we apply four cluster centers for illustra-
tion.

22 World cases

From Figure 8, we can roughly (el the severity of every
Country due 1o its Concerned population. Clearly, corona-
virus has spread around the world and China is still the most

Fig.7. 30 K-means clustering

serious Country in regard o the vins.

Fig. 8. World Confirmed map

As some countries are 100 tiny in map, so word cloud is
also on image technique to visualize the To avoid the
large scale of China, we just cancel data of China.

Figure 9 is u word cloud which represents the confimmed
numbers in different countries. The bigger the font is, the
more confirmed people there are in the counry. From the
figure, we soe Korea, Iran, and ltaly are large in shape, which
means nCoV is now invading in and threatlening those coun-
tres.

From Figure 10, by comparing in confirmed popula
tions, we can clearly conclude how horrible and contagious
the virus s,

2.3 Hubel Province Vs South Korea
tells us, Hube

ment’s efficient controls, virus spread seems
New Recovers have overwhelmed new Confirms eventually
in late February.

As Figure 12 shows, South Korea i experiencing burst
of nCoV like the situation of Hubei a month ago. W not

Fig. 10 Worls Bar chart

Mo b b Bt

Fig. 11, Hube: Confrmed and Recovered growth ch

taking immediste measures, South Korea will ruins
later.

A1 China

To depict the trend of disease of China, we decid
Polynomial Curve in figure 13, its shape is likely to g
afier the peak.

»
v w) = wpt wprp g’ g = Y g
=1

Fig. 12.  South Korea Confirmed chart

It seems nCoV will stop around 03/10 in China if positively
predicled.

Fig. 13, China Polynomial Curve

32 South Korea

To fit the burst trend of NCOV in Sorth Korea, logis-
tie curve might be a betier choice, Hopefully, South Korea
could control the virus soon so that the confirmed slope can
decrease as shown in figure 14, The mathematical form
for this prediction is the following:

Pl) = __ Kot

33 Hubel

Since there are many aspects that can affect the con-
dition of the virus, it is very difficult 1o predict in gen-
eral.To give a insightful prediction. we train the dataset using
Time Series Sphit. As shown in figure 15, we apply differ-
ent regression methods such as Random Forest Regression,
Bayesian Ridge Regression, and Logistic Curve. And we
caleulale the average performance of each prediction method
in figure 16.

- ——

Fig. 14, South Korea Logisiic Curve

rapn———

Fig. 15. Hube Prediction

Case Nhsmber

Fig. 16 Hubei Pradiction Average

4 Conclusions

In the above analysis, We provide some insights to visu-
alize the nCov-19 data of the world, China, Hubei, and South
Korea. We can find that nCov is now wide-spreading all aver
the world. Luckily, we can see the sign that virus is gradually
getting controlled. There is definitely more to explore in the
dataset, but due 1o the limited information given to us, we
cannot know what may affect these numbers. The future of

fi

sential to give a more prudent analysis and prediction on the
data. While China’s epidemic situation is getting better and
more patients are recovered, South Korea, Iran, and Italy are
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Brown University History Department
Brown University

Providence, RI 02912

Telephone: 401-863-2131

Fax: 401-863-1040

November 1, 2018

RECOMMENDATION FOR i

1am pleased to write this letter on behalf of Jimgys# (Jacqueline/Jackic) M8 You will
have other recommendations and information that will testify to Jackie’s performance as
a student, and I am writing to offer an additional perspective about her academic
capabilities and her potential to become an outstanding scholar and teacher.

Jackie served as one of three TAs assigned to my course “The History and Culture of
Japan,” which I taught at the CIS Shanghai program in the summer of 2018. This course
was based on a similar offering that I have taught regularly at Brown University, and it
provided a comprehensive survey of the history of Japan beginning with the formation of
a distinctive Japanese lifestyle in prehistoric times and continuing to the present. The
seventeen students in the CIS course were required to complete background readings and
film viewings as preparation for the daily lectures and discussions (approximately half of
the total meetings). Requirements also included two short essays on assigned topics (one
a report comparing the “Humble Administrator’s Garden™ in Suzhou, which the class
visited, with the Zen garden at Rydanji in Kyoto; the other a critique of an assigned
documentary film or scholarly article) and a final Capstone Project (a research essay,
video presentation, or similar option) on an g issue of the individual’s
choice.

In her role as TA, Jackie facilitated discussions and advised the students as they
conceived, researched, wrote/filmed, and presented their Capstone Projects. In practice,
this meant that Jackie herself had to master all the assigned materials as students prepared
for discussion meetings. But Jackie went beyond this. She lodged near the students”
dorm hotel and met with them individually or in small groups in the evenings before
scheduled discussions to go over the readings and proposed discussion topics. Then, she
would meet with them again after the class to review the main points and to critique
individual contributions to the in-class discussions.

Jackie also played an invaluable role in helping the students with the completion of their
Capstone Projects. For this undertaking, we divided the students into three small
rescarch groups, cach dedicated to exploring a particular issue (c.g., comparative Chinese
and Japanese aesthetical norms). Then, each student had to complete an individual
project about a specific topic that fit under the thematic umbrella (c.g., a virtual museum
that visualized the tea ceremony as practiced historically in China and Japan). Jackie and
T'met with her group almost daily to discuss sources, offer advice about approaches and

SEL R

2RI R

ideas, and review drafts. Additionally, Jackie made herself available each evening to
work with individual students.

Finally, T wish to mention that Jackie has sparkling and outgoing manner about her. For
this reason, she consistently gets along well with everyone — students, faculty, and
fellow-TAs — and brings a bolt of good-cheer and energy into every meeting. Like a
exceptional athlete in team sports, Jackie simply makes everyone around perform better.

As you can tell, Jackie has my strongest recommendation. Put simply, she was on a par
with the very best TAs that have had in thirty years of teaching at Brown. Moreover,
Jackie is ambitious, dedicated, conscientious — just a fine human being. I can easily

envisage that she will have a successful graduate career; that she will be a stellar student,

and that she will fit well into the student community.

Sincerely,
James L. McClain

James L. McClain
Professor Emeritus of History

“HeF

A
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Professor John W. Emerson

Department of Statistics and Data Science
Yale University

24 Hillhouse Avenue

New Haven, CT 06520
John.emerson@yale.edu

Student Evaluation:

- - 46 R4

Title:

Statistics and Data Science with Real-World Case Studies

Course and Research Project Description:

This course involves the statistical analysis of a variety of real-world problems. While some
problems are pulled from my research, we may study newer “fresh” problems for the first time.
Most case studies have important lessons that are critical for developing skillsets required to
engage real data in any area of application. The examples we consider include, but are not limited
to, real estate prices and patterns; the study of nationalistic biases in the judging of Olympic diving;
a job hiring discrimination lawsuit; and the prediction of college basketball games and a study of
gambling point spreads. We will emphasize methods of choosing data, acquiring data, and
assessing data quality.

The mosl important prerequisite is a willingness Lo “get your hands dirly” working with real data
sets. This course will entail a substantial amount of programming, which is best learned through
examples, trial and error. Any prior programming experience would be valuable, but some
students may be learning, for the first time, to write code in the R language and environment for
statistical computing and graphics using R Studio. Most analyses will reinforce use of the most
common and important methodologies in statistics and data science, but advanced coursework in
statistics is not a prerequisite for this course. Standard methodologies in statistics (regression and
standard methods for inference) will be discussed as needed.

A typical day will have a core “research seminar” or “research workshop” which are not trad
lectures, Student participation and questions are critical. 1 also hold office hours with individual
meetings, although most questions are best addressed during the course meeting times so all
students may benefit. Students then work (with guidance from a course Teaching Assistant)
reviewing the material and trying to solve a series of data exploration or programming challenges.
The process continues through a series of case studies, with each case study taking a few days or
even longer. The course concludes with group research projects and final reports on interesting
and important problems involving real-world data.  Extensive data cleaning is required before the
actual analysis, and students will develop important programming skills useful in data science and
for business applications. Because of diversity of student backgrounds, formal evaluation will be
based largely on demonstrated improvement and engagement throughout the course.

Student Name [ Student Number
Zhang Yuxuan I $12019163
Evaluations:

First, | provide a context for this evaluation. 1 have been a professor at Yale since 2003. In my
role as Director of Graduate Studies, I consider around 400 applications every year to our Master’s
program in Statistics We admit about 40 (about 10%) and matriculate a class of roughly 15
students; about half of these are Chinese. We also have a small PhD program with about 4-5 new
students each year, typically, 2-3 of these are Chinese.  Yale requires TOEFL scores of at least 100,
scores above 110 are unusual and very impressive; we pay particular attention to the SPEAK test
component (scores above 24 are very good, while scores below 22 are weaker).  Although I am not
directly involved with underpraduate admissions, I'm very familiar with the process and how
difficult it is. T also recently spent a semester teaching at Yale-NUS in Singapore, with a diverse

group of undergraduates from around the world (about 20% of these were Chinese)

Our CIS course and research projects in Shanghai covered much of the same material that I use with
undergraduates at Yale and Yale-NUS, as well as with graduate students at Yale. The level of
independent work (“research™) and my expectations of students vary based on student level and
preparation. It is also similar to what I have done in Beijing with top undergraduates from Peking
5. Thus, I am able to compare the
students in this CIS summer course to students both in China and at Yale. However, it is difficult to

University, Tsinghua, and other excellent Chinese universi

make detailed indrvidual evaluations based on a short 4-week course. 1 typically write formal, more
highly personalized letters of recommendation only for students who have taken at least two
full-semester courses from me (and usually more) and who I have known for at least a year.

Next, | will make some general observations about the CIS students this summer. | was very
impressed with the attitudes and work ethic of the students. In fact, as a group they worked harder
than my average students at Peking University, many of whom were busy doing many other things
(jobs or other courses and research) at the same time.  Although some CIS students struggled with
the language barrier, they seemed to support ¢ach other and help their classmates understand the
material, my questions, explanations, and hints. There was also a range of ability with respect to
prior coursework in probability and statistics as well as prior experience programming. In
summary, | was very pleased that the CIS students, as a group, worked exceptionally hard and were
excited to learn more and do more complicated analyses. They were fully engaged and
hardworking throughout the course and on their research projects — there were no students who were
“slacking off” and avoiding the work. They all seemed to contribute to their group research in a
useful way, and I was impressed and very happy 1o see this. They were responsive to my help and

suggestions on their r

search methodologies and data exploration.

Zhang Yuxuan was a very good student in the morning class of 10 diligent, hardworking students
{most sull in high school). I will comment on language skills and various aspects of individual and
group performance in the course. 1 would deseribe his language skills as average compared to other
students in the class. Compared to our Chinese students at Yale, his English is on the weaker side,
but of course he is young and will continue to improve. Zhang Yuxuan worked hard in the class,
and impressed me with his enthusiasm. In general, the students found it difficult to ask question

during class, but they were more inquisitive during my weekly individual meetings in office hours

Zhang Yuxuan was a good example of this, always smiling and asking questions in my office hours,

Zhang Yuxuan also seemed 10 work well with his partner on their group research project - it was
definitely a shared effort.  They studied five seasons of NBA basketball game results.  The project
was very difficult for such a short amount of time - they only had two weeks to clean and organize
the dat ure of the course,

and then conduct their analyses. Because of the limited time and the

they needed mare guidance and help from me than I usually provide in my more advz

Yale. However, | know they learned a lot about problem solving and basic research skills as a result

of this experience in the CIS summer course

I expect that Zhang Yuxuan might apply for study in the US or in Europe, or perhaps at Yale-NUS or
one of the international schools of NYU, for example. | know this experience in Shanghai will help
prepare him for study abroad and more advanced coursework.  If his language skills continue to
improve, | am sure he can succeed in many colleges and universities and would have an advantage
over other students based on his achievement in our course and on the research project this summer,
Zhang Yuxuan should be capable of a higher level of independent work in the future, and | am
encouraged by the progress | saw this summer. Such skills must develop slowly over time, and this

was a great start for Zhang Yuxuan.

If you have any questions about this evaluation or the candidacy of Zh

ang Yuxuan at your

college/university, you may contact me directly by email, at john.emerson(@yale.edu.

S —

-
Overall grade: A
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1. Biomedical Science and Engineering,
2018, Vol. 11, (No. 10), pp: 275-288

http://www.scirp.org/journal/jbise

Does Hepatitis E Virus Need to Be Considered as a
Re-Emerging Problem in Both Industrialized and
Developing Countries?

Ziyue Zhang!, Tong Wu?, Miranda Zhong?, Jiawen Xiao*, Ziyu Dong®

'Beijing No. 101 Middle School, Beijing, China; *Suzhou Singapore International School, Suzhou, China; *BASIS
International School, Shenzhen, China; ‘Arrowhead Christian Academy, Redlands, CA, United States; "Wuhan
Institute of Biological Engineering, Wuhan, China

Correspondence to: Ziyue Zhang, 18612746176zzy@gmail.com
Keywords: Hepatitis E Virus, Virology, Transmission, Prevention, Treatment

Received: September 11, 2018 Accepted: October 23, 2018 Published: October 26, 2018

Copyright © 2018 by authors and Scientific Research Publishing Inc.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial International License (CC BY-NC
4.0).

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

ABSTRACT

Hepatitis E caused by the Hepatitis E Virus (HEV) is a liver disease resulting in over 20
million cases every year. Hepatitis E is now considered by some scientists as an emerging
issue as HEV is not only prevalent in developing countries but is increasingly detected in
industrialized nations. In this paper, we try to provide evidence for this notion and what
actions may need to be implemented to prevent further spreading of HEV. The prevalence
of HEV, including its distinct genotype distribution in different geographic regions (in-
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Abstract

This paper demonstrates the process of transformation between the Roman
Republic and the Roman Empire. It examines whether Augustus, the tradi-
tionally considered first emperor of Rome, indeed marked the beginning of
the Roman Empire. This paper analyzed the specific political performances of
Roman leaders before Augustus, including the Gracchus brothers, Sulla, and
Caesar, and compared them to Plato’s and Cicero’s definitions of an ideal re-
publican governing system. In the end, it is proved that Rome had become an
empire even before it had an emperor. During the course of research, the au-
thor employed the method of source criticism, in which he collected primary
and secondary sources and evaluated their relevance to either a republican
government or an empire.

Keywords

Roman Empire, Transformation of Governing Systems, Greek and Roman
Political Philosophy, Transformation of Political Cultures
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Mental State Detection in Classroom Based on EEG Brain
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ABSTRACT

The goal of this work is to identify human brain waves in different states non-invasively,
and to distinguish them into different levels of mental states in order to provide immediate
mental state feedback to a classroom instructor and maximize learning outcomes. In order
to apply such knowledge, this project utilizes a ial NeuroSky Mind Mobile
EEG to collect brain signals, MATLAB to filter data, voltage thresholds to detect blinks,
which are used in tandem with power spectral density (PSD) analysis in order to classify
mental states. This knowledge can then be provided to a class instructor who can use it to
marximize the learning experience for students.

1. INTRODUCTION

Electroencephalography (EEG) is a method of recording brain activity from electrophysiological in-
dicators. These indicators are evident from the measurable postsynaptic potentials generated by neurons
firing. An EEG device will then record these changes in the electrical waves generated by brain activity at
the cerebral cortex or scalp surface. Through observation, it quickly becomes evident that different physi-
ological states and facial movements will generate signals with distinct electrical attributes.

Owing to its non-invasive nature, EEG detection has been widely used in many fields, such as neuro-
physiology, psychology, pathophysiology, cognitive neuroscience, neuroengineering, and even social psy-
chology, etc. [1]. A further logical application of this technology is in identifying the mental state of its us-
ers, which has significant potential to guide interactions through a variety of applications, whether it is
from consultation, the classroom, or for monitoring worker productivity [1]. With these potential applica-
tions, it naturally follows that there have been numerous previous attempts to apply observed electrophy-
siological phenomena readable by the brain. For example, an early attempt in early 2010 with researchers
affiliated with the National Chiao Tung University in Taiwan, which monitored a test subject’s physiolog-
ical state by EEG. [2] In response to drowsiness or alertness, the temperature of a miniature room'’s air

*These authors are co-first authors, sorted by alphabetical order of last name.
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Carnegie Mellon University

Letter of Recommendation

To Whom It May Concern,

m = Was my student at the Modern Cryptography: Designing Ciphers and Securing the
Internet research program. wi actively participated in the classroom discussions promptly
and was one of the leaders when it came to answering the questions posed to the class. He completed
all the assignments with a full implementation of all the required features. achieved
satisfactory grades on all quizzes issued in class, which once again proved his enough
understanding of the topic. ! 1 1 1 also demonstrated strong leadership potential by being
willing to help other students and engage in collaborative discussions. For example, he was the first
in the group to come up with the topic and distribute the workload to other members. With adequate
background knowledge, he quickly brought the whole group into a consensus and then designed
the outline of the entire thesis.

was the leader of the project and was responsible for some coding part of the final
thesis, and he did a great job in implementing RSA&AES scheme, plus, he also came up with some
innovative ideas about how to implement the hybrid encryption. He wrote the whole program
exhaustively and facilitated other students in implementation. Throughout the coding process, he
demonstrated his understanding of the RSA algorithm and deepened his views by trying to modify
this system to make it more secure. He had an inner force that makes him feel passionate about

what he was doing, and that force derived from his love of the field of cryptography

I would strongly recommend him for your consideration in any program he may pursue. Please do

not hesitate to contact me at my email address above if further elaboration is needed.

Yours Sincerely,

Prof. Vipul Goyal

Computer Science Dept.

Carnegie Mellon University

Address: 5000 Forbes Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Email:

Hnegal
—

vipul@cmu.edu

CIS mBaWsx (&E&ERES) M: Recommendation Letters / [RIHEE(S

Blb, 788
EDUCATED BY ELITES



CIS mBWAM(2/EB):Personal Recommendations /FAAETE(

- EHIH: MBNXBoZE (BE70%) ¥
BRBIRANEZE, ZHREBEEZEHREBEN
EXESRBEDEERRKERFNFZEHITER.
BIR, BHRAAEFEGEHIERKBST. i
B B HiEE S & A B iF e iR 2 LA
FREIHTANY, BEXHARAREESEMBS
FHFEBEITHNSZ—.

- MAHEFEIEXESKRBIBERS Common
Applicationfy Recommendationf{=H

(other recommendations) RAAHIFBAIELFR
BN, ZEBABRETEHSERKENZE
HITHET=.

History Department

Brown University
Providence, RI 02912
Telephone: 401-863-2131
Fax: 401-863-1040
November 1, 2018

RECOMMENDATION FOR i

1am pleased to write this letter on behalf of Jisgs (Jacqueline/Jackie) it You will
have other recommendations and information that will testify to Jackie’s performance as
a student, and I am writing to offer an additi spective about her academi
capabilities and her potential to become an nutsmndmg scholar and teacher.

Jackie served as one of three TAs assigned to my course “The History and Culture of
Japan,” which I taught at the CIS Shanghai program in the summer of 2018. This course
was based on a similar offering that I have taught regularly at Brown University, and it
provided a comprehensive survey of the history of Japan beginning with the formation of
adistinctive Japanese lifestyle in prehistoric times and continuing to the present. The
seventeen students in the CIS course were required to complete background readings and
film viewings as preparation for the daily lectures and discussions (approximately half of
the total meetings). Requirements also included two short essays on assigned topics (one
a report comparing the “Humble Administrator’s Garden” in Suzhou, which the class
visited, with the Zen garden at Rydanji in Kyoto; the other a critique of an assigned
documentary film or scholarly article) and a final Capstone Project (a research essay,
video presentation, or similar option) on an historiographical issue of the individual’s
choice.

In her role as TA, Jackie facilitated discussions and advised the students as they
conceived, rescarched, wrotc/filmed, and presented their Capstone Projects. In practice,
this meant that Jackie herself had to master all the assigned materials as students prepared
for discussion meetings. But Jackie went beyond this. She lodged near the students’
dorm hotel and met with them individually or in small groups in the evenings before
scheduled discussions to go over the readings and proposed discussion topics. Then, she
would meet with them again after the class to review the main points and to critique
individual contributions to the in-class discussions.

Jackie also played an invaluable role in helping the students with the completion of their
Capstone Projects. For this undertaking, we divided the students into three small
research groups, each dedicated to exploring a particular issue (e.g., comparative Chinese
and Japanese aesthetical norms). Then, each student had to complete an individual
project about a specific topic that fit under the thematic umbrella (e.g., a virtual museum
that visualized the tea ceremony as practiced historically in China and Japan). Jackie and
1 met with her group almost daily to discuss sources, offer advice about approaches and

]llg

ideas, and review drafts. Additionally, Jackie made herself available each evening to
work with individual students.

Finally, I wish to mention that Jackie has sparkling and outgoing manner about her. For
this reason, she consistently gets along well with everyone — students, faculty, and
fellow-TAs — and brings a bolt of good-cheer and energy into every meeting. Like a
exceptional athlete in team sports, Jackie simply makes everyone around perform better.

As you can tell, Jackie has my strongest recommendation. Put simply, she was on a par
with the very best TAs that have had in thirty years of teaching at Brown. Moreover,
Jackie is ambitious, dedicated, conscientious — just a fine human being. I can easily
envisage that she will have a successful graduate career; that she will be a stellar student,
and that she will fit well into the student community.

Sincerely,

James L. McClain

James L. McClain
Professor Emeritus of History
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